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AEI Press release Annual Congress 2006
AEI at its 34th Annual Congress (hosted by SSVMS Serbia) had most of its active 44 members in 37 countries worldwide, present. Representing over 43000 Licensed Aircraft  Maintenance Engineers, they discussed a large number of aviation safety related subjects. 
Being one of the few independent worldwide bodies upholding Safety, Quality and Educational levels, in a fiercely competitive and financially pressured industry. 

These serious safety issues were discussed:
· Lack of implementation of existing aviation rules & regulation

· Unlicensed staff illegally performing and releasing maintenance errors
· Lack of properly trained staff at many Aircraft Maintenance Organisations  
· Unskilled (Cleaners, Baggage handlers etc) operating cockpit systems during ground handling. 
· Lack of oversight on Aircraft Maintenance Organisations by many national authorities.
Due to the ongoing financial pressure on airlines, which has increased since Sept 11th 2001, and with maintenance being a very expensive but nevertheless vital pillar of aviation safety, we have to defend a level playing field at the highest possible level. Financial pressure should not be a driving factor when influencing legislators such as EASA (European Aviation Safety Agency) and the FAA. 
With maintenance related incidents and accidents on the increase, we have to defend the travelling public by helping to enforce existing aviation safety regulations. In our continuing endeavours, the Annual Congress has proclaimed 2007 to be the “Year of the Licensed Aircraft Maintenance Engineer”. 
AEI will continue to assist the authorities and regulators in achieving proper standardization throughout the world. 

AEI’s main objective is and remains
We Keep Them Flying…….Safely
